
 

My life changed radically after getting a chance to participate in the Ministry of 
Narnia Elementary School in Banská Bystrica. Narnia is a Christian Church 
school that started with a vision to serve the community by fulfilling two significant 
purposes: a) assist Christian parents who desire to raise and educate their 
children in knowing the real Triune God, His word and His love, and b) develop 
a quality educational institution with clear Christian morals, spreading the loving 
kindness and mercy of God to non-churched children and their families.

As soon as I opened the door of this school I was impressed by the attention paid 
to each individual child, including the children with special educational needs. 
Narnia has an authentic desire to give every child a chance to build their faith in 
God, create long-lasting friendships, get plenty of positive experience with using 
English in everyday life, and have a place where they can enjoy spending their 
school mornings and free time in the afternoons. After my four years of ministry in 
this school I cannot help but agree with the final statement of the state inspectors 
from early 2012: “Some schools have good statements. You are the school really 
applying them.”

Most church members as well as parents have been supporting the school since 
its beginnings, but especially now when the school needs its own building in order 
to grow. The property we're currently renting has been put up for sale and Narnia 
has the chance to purchase it. The amount of funds required, however, is beyond 
our means alone. So we, Narnia's staff, are praying to God for help. At the same 
time we want to share information about this urgent situation with Christians all 
over the world. To buy the property would not only help us to continue growing the 
school, but also develop its ministries. We ask that you would please pray with 
and for us as we seek to raise money. If you feel lead to help contribute to this 
ministry, please let us know.  

Dana Hanesová, 
Narnia Elementary School principal, 2011-2013

Elementary school

 

 A Special Work of God



 

Christian schools in Slovakia

In 1990 the first private and church schools were established after 45 long years 
of the communistic political regime. As of 2011, the number of church schools has 
only increased by 5%. Most of the Christian schools were established by the 
strongest Christian communities in Slovakia, namely the Roman Catholic and the 
Lutheran Church. Narnia Elementary School, located centrally in Banská 
Bystrica, is one of three existing evangelical schools and the only one outside the 
capital. It was established by the Evangelical Free Church in Banská Bystrica, 
(Cirkev Bratská, member IFFEC).

From the Beginning

In 2003 Martina and Slavo Poloha started dreaming about 
establishing a Christian school in Banská Bystrica. Slavo 
is the pastor of the local Evangelical Free Church; 
Martina, his wife, has a postgraduate degree in 
education. Inspired by a similar elementary school in 
Bratislava they prepared a preschool English course 
called „Narnjáčik“ (roughly translated “Little Narnian”) in 
2005 to introduce a new method of learning English as 
well as the idea of a new elementary school.

"As parents of a daughter with disabilities, it was not easy to 
find a school that would take care of her. Now, with six years 
experience, we are grateful for Narnia, a school that has 
created a space for our daughter, and for the big hearts of 
teachers and their individual approach. They give her a 
c h a n c e  t o  d e v e l o p  h e r  s p e c i fi c  s k i l l s . "Parents of a 7th grade student

In September 2006 the first class of Narnia Elementary School was opened. It 
consisted of two courageous teachers and seventeen curious students. In 2012 
school attendance is around150 students with more than 30 teachers. In two 
years the school will become a complete elementary school with all 9 grades and 
about 200 students.

The Campus

When the school was started God provided rental space in a public elementary 
school. The public school has dropped in enrollment every year over the period of 
the past decade. At the end of the 2011-2012 school year, Banská Bystrica's city 
counsel decided to close the school and sell the campus by the end of 2012. They 
have made a formal offer to Narnia, but we are faced with the challenge of a large 
one-time investment of app. 1,3 million US dollars.

“What I like about my class the most is the 

aquarium with fish. I like that my class 

teacher almost never shouts and that our boys 

do not wear trousers below their waist.”   

A 5th grade student 



About us

Our students

stStudents start elementary school at the age of 6 and finish at the age of 15 attending 1  
th

through 9  grade. As of the beginning of the 2012-2013 school year, Narnia opened 
grade levels 1-7 with full attendance. Although Narnia's mission is to teach subjects 
from a biblical world view, a good percentage of the students come from non-church 
backgrounds, which makes Narnia different from most Church schools and gives us the 
opportunity to talk about the gospel with both the students and their families.

Narnia Elementary School was ranked in the top 25 

percentile of schools with the best educational 

results in Slovakia through KOMPARO, an external 

state scholastic evaluation, in 2011 and 2012.

Our teachers

Our teachers have a passion for both the 
students and the school mission; some teachers 
often spend time outside of the classroom with 
their students and the students' families. By 
God´s grace, our teachers already know Christ as 
their personal Savior and though they come from 
different denominational backgrounds, the 
foundation in Christ gives us common ground to 
build on our goals and vision for the future and, 
most importantly, build relationships with the 
students.

Narnia Elementary School Mission – to provide students a quality 
education and nurture based on the principles of Christian ethics operating in four 
dimensions: in relation to God, to ourselves, to people and the world around us. 

Narnia Elementary School Vision – Students are able to deeply 
consider and search for the truth, make reasoned moral choices and be able to 
present them in Slovak and English. 

Outreach ministry 

The school has been designed as an outreach ministry. 60-70% of the students come 
from non-church or nominal backgrounds; just a small number come from local 
evangelical churches. The school strives to build bridges between the families and the 
church. There are several activities aimed at children and parents that take place every 
year:



Musical 

At the end of the school year students perform musicals in the English language 
for the local church, which gives parents a direct exposure to the church and its 
people. An end of school tour to perform in other churches and schools around 
the country gives students an overview of different Christian communities and 
comparable schools along with the performance experience itself. 

MDK (Youth Clubs)

th thStudents from 4  to 6  grade (believers as well as non-believing students) gather 
at the Evangelical Free Church once a week to play games and sports, talk about 
the gospel or other topics they are interested in. We also have periodic retreats.

FusionBB

Older students prefer to attend Fusion, a gospel / pop rock band outreach hosted 
by TCKompas ministries, where they can find and develop their skills and talents 
in the field of music, drama or dance. 

Sunday Coffee

The Evangelical Free Church organizes a Sunday afternoon small group twice 
a year to discuss topics related to parenting, marriage and Christianity for the 
parents of Narnia students. 

Specific Educational Features 

Narnia Elementary School follows the curriculum mandated by the Ministry of 
Education and fulfills the national educational standards. What makes the school 
special is our effort for a balanced approach to students both in nurture and education 
based on a Christian worldview. There are two main specific features of the educational 
process: Integrated Thematic Instruction and Extensive English language education.

We apply elements of Integrated Thematic Education - a system of instruction wherein 
a single idea lies inherent in the background of the other subjects. The religious 
education classes form a fundamental pillar and embrace the educational topic of the 
month; they are taught in the context of and pertain to everyday life. Narnia also hires 
native English speaking lecturers to assist in communication as students begin 
learning English as a second language in the first grade. Narnia centers around 
a special atmosphere of friendship, respect and engagement. Students and their whole 
families became part of the school when they attend Narnia.

 



The Vision for Narnia

God has blessed the dream of Martina and Slavo Poloha. Narnia Elementary 
School has continued to expand since it opened, and is highly respected by both 
the parents and the public authorities. The teachers desire to assist the growing 
number of students on their adventure into adulthood by offering them an 
education founded on a biblical worldview, and hope to share the gospel with new 
families within the community. 

Narnia's own facility would help stabilize the school and open new possibilities of 
ministry. The sale of the campus gives the school a unique opportunity to 
purchase a well-established property which is conveniently located within walking 
distance of the city center and is easily accessible by public transportation. The 
campus itself houses two school buildings from the 60s, a gymnasium, a free 
standing cafeteria building as well as a smaller field ideal for playground 
equipment. It also ensures sufficient room to develop a bilingual high school we 
hope to establish in three years. 

 

"We are really happy that Matthew attends Narnia and, 
most importantly, he is very satisfied himself. A school that 
passes knowledge to children in an interesting and 
motivational way that causes them to think and create, and 
operates with the motto, "The one who asks more knows 
more" is still rare in our country. Children are guided not 
only to seek information, but also to values. If you have a 
child at home who likes going to school, you know that you 
have chosen correctly. Our Mathew goes to school like that."Parents of a 3rd grade student

 

The campus will…

 Stabilize the school and eliminate the tension from the lack of appropriate 
 space for new classes, 

 Eliminate escalating rental costs and reduce inefficient utilities,
 Make increased student enrollment possible,
 Enable development of a bilingual high school,
 Provide space for student and community use – more afternoon activities for    

 students and families.





How You Can Help

The school has assessed its fundraising capabilities. With $400,000 (the amount of 
cash and donations currently in hand and church properties we plan to sell.  We are 
seeking to raise an additional $300,000 in contributions and borrow $600,000 from 
private sources to complete funding for the campus. We are actively seeking individuals 
and institutions that can assist in this venture.

We would welcome your involvement in our mission! 
Please consider these opportunities:

• The first and foremost way you can help is through prayer, both for us and 
 with us, as we seek the Lord lead to guide us through this process.
• Share what we are doing with your church, small group or friends. 
• Adopt-a-Classroom: Contribute materials or money toward outfitting a new 

 classroom.
• Make a financial contribution directly to the school's bank account. Though 

 you may be charged a small bank fee for an international transfer of funds  
 and your donation will not be tax-deductible, this method will ensure the full 
 amount of your donation will help support Narnia and its ministry.

• Make a tax-deductible donation through Faith and Learning International either 
 online at www.faithandlearning.org. or by personal check to Faith & Learning 
 International, P.O. Box 480, Wheaton, IL 60189-0480. 

If you have any questions or would like to know more about Narnia, please do not 
hesitate to contact us.

Thank you for your interest and support.

CONTACT

Address:
 

Základná škola Narnia, 
Okružná 2, 974 04 Banská Bystrica, Slovakia

Representatives:

Founder´s representative: 
Slavo Poloha, M.Div 
email: slavo.poloha@narniabb.sk, cell phone: +421 907 843 583 

Principal: Dr.Dana Hanesová
Email: riaditelka@narniabb.sk, 
cell phone: +421 917 862 097 

 

Bank Account For Donations:

Bank Address: 

VUB, a.s., Mlynske Nivy 1, 

829 90 Bratislava, Slovak Republic

Swift Code / BIC: SUBASKBX

IBAN: SK11 0200 0000 0022 0743 1659

Message for recipient: 525 Narnia Donation

www.narniabb.sk 
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